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President’s Message 

 

I was recently telling an educator that I was so excited for Winter Break 
my first year of teaching. I didn’t have plans of traveling home, skiing, 
baking or even sleeping. Oh no. I was a first-year teacher who made a 
big rookie mistake. 

‘Twas the night before Winter Break and not a student was stirring. Yet 
visions of Spring lesson planning danced in my head. It’s not that I was 
a Scrooge you see. I just wanted to get ahead and avoid all of the panic 
and dread. 

As soon as the dinner was eaten, the gifts were unwrapped, and the 
guests had departed, I sprang from my bed next morning to get lesson 
plans in order. I spoke not a word, but went straight to work. Chugging 
down coffee, I filled all the lessons with activities and resources. I 
aligned state standards and paced out each unit. The lessons were 
differentiated, assessed, and enriched with care. The assessments were 
written with the hope that all was done and that May would soon come. 
I did it! All was tidy and neat. Indeed, I had accomplished a major feat. 
It might have been time to celebrate and cheer. But no. When what to 
my wondering eyes did appear, oh no, it couldn’t be, but it was as I 
feared. My calendar said that the next day classes were to resume. I 
worked through my break. I hadn’t had fun, darn what a fool. 



I had forgotten to recharge and renew. And, by March I was about to 
become unglued. I was running on empty and worked in a haze, just 
getting by counting the days. As you can see because I am still here, I 
made it to the end but it was a bear.  

I forgot about self-care and refueling myself. I needed a bit of holiday 
magic and to care for my health. So this winter break, please don’t do 
what I did. Set aside work and play with your kids. Take a walk, read a 
book, sing a song, learn to cook. It’s time for a break and time for you. 
So find something that brings you joy whatever you do. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous winter break. It is well 
deserved and indeed needed.  

Happy holiday! See in in the new year. 

 

Ho ho ho…. 



  



  

Showing Up for Students: Red for Ed 

Rally - January 13, 2024 



 

 

Delegates will also be participating in a state-wide rally on Saturday, 
January 13th to raise awareness about the need to increase the BSA 
(Base Student Allocation). If you have friends or family in the 
Anchorage area who can attend the rally, please share the information 
with them and ask them to register using the QR Code. 

 

🍎 Seeking educators for evaluation 

improvement 



 

The Educational Excellence for Teachers and Students Committee is 
seeking educators who want to work in conjunction with the District to 
help improve the educator evaluation process. In particular, we are 
seeking input from early-career educators who are in their first three 
years of teaching. If this opportunity is of interest, please let us know. 
Your input and perspective will be valuable as we work towards creating 
a more effective and supportive evaluation system for all educators in 
the District.  

 

Upcoming Professional Development 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkUFr3DAQhX-NfJMZjSRbOviQkqhpCKElJaWnZSyNdsU69tZysyG_vvjQQ2-9Dczjg_e-NBgkk7HhQfWgERVq13AqW1nmQ0lDHsEZ0iwJwEuDnKRPCfeLo7LGKYfNaWDOlkZDSC4bC07brh8d6B4VjWyhKQMCaoWIYAE0tqlDk63lRFbh6EkYoPey1NOvdmaiieqZ2mU9NtNw2rZLFfpGYBAY0hJre1yW48RtXF4Fhrysr3X_CAwsMKhw8-Xy7fGZw8v0-FM-ULw9AH66-B9P9eXtuT7UbK7Xuw-fYHJf768on75_hvujwPBW-LrjhA6_60Xo25oPU5nPzbIeaS4f9HeX2EGnKGqJ0IM0GrJ0kDvpe_YZtELqdbMONPF7W7e1xPNEcxIG_i1XeU47jnxE40eWqVNOGvZKeuWUNMTJqt4oSLmpvBaue1x5042pI2lwd5HBSJdjlKPW2WvHqFE12xDubtJI8dxs_-XxTwAAAP___9ycZg


 

Thanks to a grant received, FEA is able to offer some unique 
professional development opportunities to members. 

FEA is offering the Alaska History course required of educators who are 
on an initial certificate. The cost of tuition will be covered by the grant 
with minimal fees for field trips. The course will begin on January 31st 
and conclude on April 3rd. Priority will be given to military-affiliated 
educators and remaining seats will be filled on a first-come-first-serve 
basis. 

The second opportunity is to attend a training on our upcoming 
building PD Day, February 21st, put on by the Medal of Honor Society. 
This is a great training that focuses on character in addition to 
providing excellent materials for educators teaching US History, World 
History, English, JROTC, or Leadership classes like student council.  

Please indicate your interest in attending either or both of these training 
by clicking on this link. FEA Upcoming PD.  

 

Community Help Needed 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkUFv1TAQhH9NfHO0u7YT-5BDBY2EWg6oVOJWbex1XnhpDHGoHv31KAcO3LittKPRfDNpsMQ2k5IBezBESMYrScuxlO1lSUOewFs2ohkgaEuSdEiJzksiOuvRk7oMznN2HtFTkEkwQpcpRmMMAcYQgloGAjJIROAADLWpI5udk8QOaQrcWODbUurlZ7sJ88r1ym3ZZ7UOl-P4URtz19DY0JhKrO1cyrxKG8trQ2Mu-2s9Pw2N2NH-PL897o8Pu7uV9NvNt09fl-_P-eXh49P7-uXpfq1v5sO3x1-fGxpPUlX2mbflnf8yxw465Gg0QQ_aGsjaQ-506CVkMEjcG7UPvMqtrce-xOvKW2os_Bu8ypZOOw6RbJhEpw69thJQB_SoLUty2FuElFWVfZF6yjHYbkoda0tnzxms9jlGPRmTg_FChlAdw3h_lyaOV3X810Z_AgAA__9xaJFZ


 
The Door Needed Items: If you are traveling this holiday season and happen to have acquired 

extra shampoo, lotion, mouthwash, lip balm or other toiletries, please consider dropping them off 

at our FEA Offices. The Door is also currently requesting the following items: Hygiene products 

and toiletries New socks and underwear New or gently used winter gear Phone blocks and 

chargers We will donate those needed items to The Door. The Door provides vital services to so 

many of our students and this is such an important and easy way for us to give just a little back 

to them. 

FMH Clothing Drive: 

FMH 2 South’s Clothing Closet is in need of gently used men and 
women’s clothing and shoes. The clothes and shoes well go to patients 
who will otherwise discharge without any. 

If you would like to donate gently used clothes this week the AN/AI 
Caucus will pick them up from your school on Friday, 12/22. You can 
also drop off at the FEA office. 

Contacts: Kristen Dullen (907)378-8744 or Karen Dullen (907)590-
1363 

 

FEAdback Classified Ads 



 

All ads are run for two FEAdbacks, unless notified to remove. To view 
previously posted ads, visit our website: fairbankseducators.org and 
check the previous electronic editions. 

Classified ads are included on a "space available" basis. IMPORTANT 
included classified ad in your subject line. 

 

Still time for holiday cheer 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkTGO3DoQRE9DZRS6m02KDBQssF_X-GiRzRlCWskWNcDCpzcmcODMWQWFAuq9MjMJVxp0xgkcEZKLg5Z2t_P4v5W5rhBZnFoBSJZJi02l0DtpRs8RIw3PuTo_TQEngpxkLRBXoDCJUASfg_dDmwnIIRGBB3A0lkBcvdciHmlNYhjku539-XM8VGSXvsl4Xo9hn5_3_aMb92FoMbRUadcqx9a1vLLc59XHV8cw7q3f9ksOeeiYzy9Dy31J3gwteW95M255GfdZU2Vea8iEMQKC00pUlZKh0Ipxn8ycMUUBbyiocZ8Tl1o8BwjDeT3kaL_kD5wcIKBkZwkmsOyg2gg12DRpquCQZHLDNcuu32O_r5a3XY5iGP5-2PUo7zlJmTitakvAaFkT2oQRLYsWjxMjlDp0vZr2dx0Th7UEsUxvIRXYxpqzXZ2ryUUlRzjc8_LfR1klb8P9TzJ_BwAA___R1pp6
https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkTGO3DoQRE9DZRS6my2KDBQssF_X-GiSzRlCWskWNcDCpzcmcODMWQUPBVS9sjAJVxp0wRkcEZILg5Z2t_P4v5WlJggsTq0ARMukxcZS6J0048QBAw3PZcJA5GdIorWGGVPwrmCe5hwxQdahLQTkkIhgAnA0Fk9cp0mLTEgpimGQ73b258_xUJFd-ibjeT2GfXne949u3Ieh1dBapV1Jjq1reWW5z6uPr45-3Fu_7Zcc8tAxn1-G1vuSvBla897yZtz6Mu6zxsqcqs-EIQCC00pUlaIh38obYMq5wMyzIa_Gfc5capnYgx_O6yFH-yV_zskePEp2lmAGyw6qDVC9jbPGCg5JZjdci-z6Pfb7annb5SiG4e-FXY_yrpOYiWNSWzwGyxrRRgxoWbRMODNCqUPXq2l_4xjZp-LFMr2FVGAbas42OVejC0qOcLiX9b-PkiRvw_1PMn8HAAD__y0Sm3A


 

Please help FEA Members support each other during the holiday 
season. 

If you have crafts or holiday goods to share with others, please let us 
know. 

• Crochet stuffed animals, hats, blankets, etc. $5-$40 

erikamarshal@yahoo.com or facebook page: Crochet by Erika 

• Prints and cards of Alaskan birds. 

These are made as a collaboration with my daughter Claire Granger. 
I make botanical contact prints and Claire uses the prints as the 
canvas for painted birds. I also make Moravian 3D star ornaments 
out of handprinted papers. 

Prints $50, cards $6, card set of 4 for $21. Nearly 20 birds to choose 
from. 

Text Becky Hammer: 9074604603 

 

and more……. 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyM0LuO2zAQheGnETsKwxleCxUOEKfdIkgbDMkZW7Aj7UosFnn6wAHSpz84-PD3xSN7RSOLS-BKoQRkpK9j3befa19A0HtKarGRtz47ZwtpsJWSekDwDbO5L4BCmV0L0GsAl9WHVBi4V6hBNZt1QUByCBkAgNycUq2tlaShxh4CTB74c93P-8e8CfOTzwfP-3Ezz-U-xvs50WXC64RX3Y9f53x7yoTXL2-5fH_Ln9-GPD5-uEs2-3Hjbf3N__wtQnTcyCIksJ5AbQaNtiQpCuSQE5lj6bzJGDK_y5Dj3LfJw8Phth_jfg4-_kJO2frrkpNgVK2WuYD1IYotlIOFEJtCdxiDN6ccq5yvuSs-1h7ZeuxovYK3WVuzlUgLZUFCZ8Zy_XrpldvDjP9q_icAAP__bcB_Mg
https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyM0LuO2zAQheGnETsKwxleCxUOEKfdIkgbDMkZW7Aj7UosFnn6wAHSpz84-PD3xSN7RSOLS-BKoQRkpK9j3befa19A0HtKarGRtz47ZwtpsJWSekDwDbO5L4BCmV0L0GsAl9WHVBi4V6hBNZt1QUByCBkAgNycUq2tlaShxh4CTB74c93P-8e8CfOTzwfP-3Ezz-U-xvs50WXC64RX3Y9f53x7yoTXL2-5fH_Ln9-GPD5-uEs2-3Hjbf3N__wtQnTcyCIksJ5AbQaNtiQpCuSQE5lj6bzJGDK_y5Dj3LfJw8Phth_jfg4-_kJO2frrkpNgVK2WuYD1IYotlIOFEJtCdxiDN6ccq5yvuSs-1h7ZeuxovYK3WVuzlUgLZUFCZ8Zy_XrpldvDjP9q_icAAP__bcB_Mg
mailto:erikamarshal@yahoo.com


 

• Honey and Kimchi 

Honey = $25 a pound (comes in 1 or 2 lb. containers), kimchi = $ 25 
per 1 quart jar 

Please contact Garrett Armstrong at garrettarmstrong86@gmail.com 
or 907-987-3900 

• Raven's Eyes and Ook-Wicks 

Raven's Eye: large and small $20.00 Ook-Wicks: $100.00 

The Ook-Wicks are made with driftwood and beads from various 
places. However, if you have a plethora of beads or necklaces that 
you no longer use but treasure, send me pictures of what you have, 
and we can discuss ideas. I can take those treasured pieces and 
create an Ook-Wick for you. Prices would vary, and I do have 
diamond willow that I can use as well. 

Please contact Laverne Haakanson at 907.388.5653 

 

mailto:garrettarmstrong86@gmail.com


Why Your Contract Matters 

 

If you are planning to retire and give notice by January 15th, 
you are entitled to a $1,500.oo payment. Article 101 of the 



negotiated agreement states, “A teacher who gives 
irrevocable written notice of retirement effective at the end 
of the school year to Human Resources on or before January 
15 will receive a one-time payment of fifteen hundred dollars 
($1,500) in the final paycheck at the end of the year.” Please 
send an email to Human Resources or use the Notice of 
Resignation/Retirement Form. 

If you are placed on a Plan of Improvement, please reach out 
to FEA immediately so that we can help you navigate this. It is 
important for all parties involved to ensure due process that a 
representative be involved at the beginning as the goals and 
timelines are being established. Pursuant to Article 409 of the 
negotiated agreement, the role of the FEA representative is to 
consult with the teacher in setting clear, specific performance 
expectations, to take notes, and to ask clarifying questions 
during meetings, as needed.  

The negotiated agreement between FEA and the District has 
some new contract language in Article 518 regarding visitor 
expectations. The language was a collaboration between all 
three unions and the District. You should expect to see these 
visitor expectations in your buildings - possibly by the front 
office, visitor sign-in log, or in rooms where IEPs and SSTs 
are frequently held. While we hope you don’t need to 
reference these expectations, please refer to these guidelines 
as needed and report violations to your building 
administrators so appropriate documentation occurs. 

 

 
FEA members talk to Representative Mike Prax. FEA music teacher, Jay Millon, getting ready for 

Salch's Winter Concert. 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkL2unDAQhZ8Gd0bzh7ELiluEOm8QDZ7xXbQrSABpr_L0EUWKdOlO8enonM8mIZVGwSccgYmQOAe39Vr37cdqU1sgi7JHBShRyC0WM7qTVxwkY6bwmGoacahDLoxMlrg4gVBJ0iwbZQjrRECMRAQDAFNviaQNg5sOSEvRTkC_1v18_Oo3V33p-dR-Pz7Da3pc18-z44-O5o7m9_vdP5G2_bge56XHDXU0f9dP72geS0lhPz51W3_r3xM1QUKtHAlGiMLQYoaWYhm9NGAkHTkck778qz-vY63Pl27WCfy75PTN7jotlaQsHi1hjuIFY8GMUdRtwFEQrIXTj9XPG8ciabGkUegW10BibrXGhbkVzk5MGK5p_vZhi9ZnuP5L-p8AAAD__xOagEI
https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkL2unDAQhZ8Gd0bzh7ELiluEOm8QDZ7xXbQrSABpr_L0EUWKdOlO8enonM8mIZVGwSccgYmQOAe39Vr37cdqU1sgi7JHBShRyC0WM7qTVxwkY6bwmGoacahDLoxMlrg4gVBJ0iwbZQjrRECMRAQDAFNviaQNg5sOSEvRTkC_1v18_Oo3V33p-dR-Pz7Da3pc18-z44-O5o7m9_vdP5G2_bge56XHDXU0f9dP72geS0lhPz51W3_r3xM1QUKtHAlGiMLQYoaWYhm9NGAkHTkck778qz-vY63Pl27WCfy75PTN7jotlaQsHi1hjuIFY8GMUdRtwFEQrIXTj9XPG8ciabGkUegW10BibrXGhbkVzk5MGK5p_vZhi9ZnuP5L-p8AAAD__xOagEI


Thank you to the Salcha Staff for such a warm welcome and for allowing 
me to get a sneak peek at your winter music concert. 

Thank you to the staff at Pearl Creek for inviting me to join them for 
cookies, cocoa, and holiday stories. 

Thank you to the Hutchison staff for inviting me to discuss safety 
concerns with them. 

Thank you to the military educators who met on December 14th to start 
our newest FEA group. 

Thank you to all of the educators who attended the Interior Legislative 
Open House on December 7th and spoke on behalf of students! 

Thank you to Dave Devaughn, Jessica Iglesias, and Patrick Frymark for 
the work that they are doing for all of us as FEA Representatives on the 
Healthcare Committee. 

 

Upcoming Events and Important Dates 

 



FEA Offices will be closed from the afternoon of December 
22-January 1, 2024. NEA Alaska staff will return on January 
2nd to assist you.  

Monday, January 8th at 5:00 p.m. at FEA Offices 

Pre-Delegate Assembly Information Meeting 

Tuesday, January 9th at 5:00 p.m. at FEA Offices 

FEA Rep Council Meeting 

Saturday, January 13th at 12:00-1:00 p.m. in Anchorage 

#REDFPREDRALLY 

Monday, January 15th 

Deadline to give irrevocable notice of retirement to receive $1,5000 

Notice of Resignation/Retirement Form 

Tuesday, January 23rd at 5:00 at FEA Offices 

FEA Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Fairbanks Education Association 

Value Statement 

The diverse voices of our members are the strength of the Fairbanks 
Education Association. We are the teachers, the counselors, the 
librarians, the therapists, and the psychologists that prepare students 
to succeed and contribute to a changing society. 

Recognizing that a teacher’s working environment is a student’s 
learning environment, the Fairbanks Education Association is 
tirelessly dedicated to attracting and retaining the best quality 
teachers by strongly advocating for its members, improving salary, 
benefits, retirement with dignity, and increasing funding for quality 
public education for all students. We support our members by offering 
life-long learning opportunities for growth through mentorship and 
meaningful professional development. 

https://email.axioshq.neaalaska.org/c/eJyMkL2unDAQhZ8Gd0bzh7ELiluEOm8QDZ7xXbQrSABpr_L0EUWKdOlO8enonM8mIZVGwSccgYmQOAe39Vr37cdqU1sgi7JHBShRyC0WM7qTVxwkY6bwmGoacahDLoxMlrg4gVBJ0iwbZQjrRECMRAQDAFNviaQNg5sOSEvRTkC_1v18_Oo3V33p-dR-Pz7Da3pc18-z44-O5o7m9_vdP5G2_bge56XHDXU0f9dP72geS0lhPz51W3_r3xM1QUKtHAlGiMLQYoaWYhm9NGAkHTkck778qz-vY63Pl27WCfy75PTN7jotlaQsHi1hjuIFY8GMUdRtwFEQrIXTj9XPG8ciabGkUegW10BibrXGhbkVzk5MGK5p_vZhi9ZnuP5L-p8AAAD__xOagEI


We empower our members to make professional decisions that 
positively impact our classrooms, community, and daily lives of our 
students. 

 

FEA Board Members 

FEA Officers: 

President - Danette Peterson 

Vice President - Patrick Frymark 

Recording Secretary - Paula Addis 

Membership Secretary - Pepper McFarland 

Treasurer - Melodee Sonnenberg 

Immediate Past President: Sandi Ryan 

NEA-Alaska Directors: Kristen Dullen and Jessica Iglesias 

FEA Board of Directors by Region: 

East Region: Robyn Capp, Wendy Demers, Robin Feinman, Kelly 
Scanlon 

West Region: Garrett Armstrong, Natasha Carlson, Dave Devaughn, 
Kim Wallingford 

NEST Region: Sarah Dimmick, Shelby Hooper, Mariko Kinikin, Ed 
Paxson 

Ft. Wainwright: Laverne Haakanson, Julie Lougee 

Advisory: 

Retired Member Representative: Leslie Conner 

NEA-Alaska UniServ Directors: Michael Wenstrup and Grier Hopkins 

 

In solidarity, 



Danette L. Peterson 

President 

Fairbanks Education Association 

 

Feedback 

Anonymously tell us what you thought of this edition. Your responses 

will help us create better content for you! 

Was this edition useful? 

 

Unsubscribe 

 

 

Like this email style and format? 
It's called Smart Brevity®. Hundreds of orgs use it — in a tool 

called Axios HQ— to drive productivity with clearer workplace 

communications. 
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